Rehabilitation of the trauma patient.
Many rehabilitation methods are directed at prevention during the acute management of the trauma patient. Their success is measured by the absence of secondary disabilities. Their cost in relation to health care can be estimated. Figures from 1972 showing cost estimates for treatment of common complications are as follows: Decubitus ulcers $7,000, Urinary tract infection 5,000, Kidney stones 5,000, Thrombophlebitis with pulmonary embolism 4,000, Pneumonia 3,000, Contractual deformities 2,000. Current inflation would revise the above costs at least 25%. It is also important to note that the cost of such complications to the individual is immeasurable in time and energy and quality of life.